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The Trumbull County Historical Society (TCHS) has
successfully completed its objectives for the OHRAB
grant, which included the digitization and cataloging of
699 pages of a general index, 109 pages of a Veterans
index, 168 film strips, 6 floppy disks, and approximately
700 photographs. These materials, received from the
Trumbull County Genealogical Society, were cataloged to
preserve the historical record of the Old Mahoning
Pioneer Cemetery in Warren, Ohio. Two-thirds of the
general index has been entered into the CatalogIT
database, making this vital information accessible to the
public. Additionally, we created a new webpage
dedicated to the cemetery, with plans to expand it
through an ArcGIS StoryMap, set for completion in 2026.

India Gatts, the project intern, dedicated over 200 hours to completing the inventory and
cataloging of the entire collection. She worked extensively with the materials received from the
Genealogical Society, ensuring that all items were meticulously hand-cataloged. She also began
entering the data into CatalogIT, where two-thirds of the general index is now available to the
public. India conducted research on the cemetery and its interred individuals, uncovering
details from newspaper articles, land deeds, and online references. This research contributed
to a Halloween cemetery tour that drew public interest and engagement.

Volunteer efforts supported the project with the development of a new self-guided walking tour
pamphlet, designed to highlight significant landmarks and the contributions of individuals
buried in the cemetery. Volunteers also organized cemetery cleanup events, which led to the
removal of over 100 bags of leaves and the discovery of previously hidden headstones.



A volunteer has spent roughly 25
hours working on a new self-
guided walking tour pamphlet for
the Old Mahoning Cemetery.
Using the grant funds, we
purchased a new brochure
holder for the cemetery to
replace the weathered wooden
box previously used to house an
old walking tour guide. The new
walking tour pamphlets will be
freely available to those who
visit the cemetery any time of
year. 

New Walking Tour Pamphlet

A new walking tour pamphlet for
Old Mahoning Cemetery provides
visitors with a structured,
informative guide to the site's
significant landmarks and stories.
By highlighting the lives and
contributions of those buried
there, the pamphlet helps foster a
deeper connection to the
community's heritage, encourages
exploration, and ensures that
these individuals' legacies are
remembered and celebrated by
both locals and visitors.

Digital and Public Engagement Outputs



Digital and Public Engagement Outputs Cont.

Digital Database: Cemetery records have been digitized and integrated into our
online collection database for public access.

Database link: https://hub.catalogit.app/929/folder/e58e5290-646c-11ef-a938-4b01ba765425

Website Integration:
A dedicated page for the
cemetery has been
created and will be
continuously updated
with further research
and project
advancements, such as
the upcoming ArcGIS
StoryMap.

 Webpage link:
https://www.trumbullco

untyhistory.com/old-
mahoning-pioneer-

cemetery/
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Articles:
“Uncovering history at the Old Pioneer Cemetery in
Warren”
May 30, 2024; Kaitlyn McCarthy
https://www.wfmj.com/story/50849783/uncovering-
history-at-the-old-pioneer-cemetery-in-warren

“Project Aims to Identify Graves at Pioneer
Cemetery” 
May 31, 2024; George Nelson
https://businessjournaldaily.com/project-aims-to-
identify-graves-at-pioneer-cemetery/

“Radar to zone in on hidden gravestones” 
May 31, 2024; Mason Cole
https://www.tribtoday.com/news/local-
news/2024/05/radar-to-zone-in-on-hidden-gravestones/

Project Publicity
Along with the OHRAB grant-funded
project to digitize the cemetery records,
we are also working on cleaning up the
cemetery and conducting a ground
penetrating radar (GPR) scan to search for
unmarked graves. Dr. Matt O’Mansky from
Youngstown State University has
volunteered his time and equipment to
conduct the GPR scan. TCHS began
hosting clean-up days at Pioneer
Cemetery starting in May. Since then, we
have removed over 100 bags of leaves
from the cemetery, which has allowed us
to uncover hidden headstones that
haven’t been seen in years. 
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Expense Amount

Intern $2500.00

Epson Perfection V850 Pro Photo Scanner $1278.80

Archival Photo Storage Box (x2) $130.80

Samsill 500 Pack Archival Sheet Protectors $38.98

4" by 6" Photo Sleeves (x4) $34.00

RingFolio Box Binder 2.5" (x3) $170.10

35mm Film Storage Kit (x2) $136.50

Shelf $80

Walking Tour Brochure (500 count) $177.83

Outdoor Brochure Holder $22.99

TOTAL: $4570.00

TCHS intends to continue its commitment to the
cemetery's preservation through ongoing
research, digital updates, and community
programming. The ArcGIS StoryMap initiative will
provide an interactive historical experience,
further enriching public engagement with this
historical site. TCHS has also created community
partnerships with other organizations through
this project to hold annual clean-up days at the
Cemetery.

We are grateful to the OHRAB for the funding and
support that made this project possible, ensuring
the preservation and accessibility of an
important piece of Ohio's history for future
generations.

Project Expenses

Future Plans:


