OHRAB Final Project Report - January 2013
I nstitution/Or ganization Name: Clark County Historical Society
Project Title: Probate Record Rehousing Project 2012
Project Director: Natalie Fritz - 937-324-0657 - nataliemfritz@aol .com

Summary of Project Activitiesand Accomplishments:
This past year at the Clark County Historical Society we were excited to receive the grant

funds to continue with the Probate Court Processing Project that we began in 2011. With the grant
funds we received from the Ohio Historical Records Advisory Board, we were able to continue
work on alarge portion of the unprocessed Clark County Probate Court records that we have in our
collection. We began the project during the last week of April using file folders from our standing
archives supply and the 35 boxes |eft over from last year’ s grant. By the beginning of May we
applied the $1,364.00 we received in grant funds for supplies to purchase 75 boxes and 4,000 legal
filefolders.

After working on the project last year, our volunteers were familiar with the process and
worked much faster from the beginning. We quickly realized that there were many more casesin
this time span than there had been in the previously processed batch of cases. Whereas we were
able to process the years from 1908-1923 in 2011, we only processed from 1923-1930 thistime.
The cases were not only more plentiful, but many of them were extremely large, taking multiple
folders and often multiple people to process. Our record setting case took fifteen folders and five
people amost an entire work day to process!

Based on previous experience with Probate Court records and the results of our 2011
processing project, we estimated how many cases we could process before the end of the year. In
our grant request we pinpointed ten individuals (2 staff members at 40 hours apiece and 8
volunteers) who we expected to work on the project and projected everyone to spend 560 hours.
Natalie ended up devoting less time than anticipated to the project because of her pregnancy and

subsequent maternity leave. Méel, the other staff member on the project, more than made up the



Clark County Historical Society — Probate Housing Project Final Report
time, working over 80 hours between supervising and processing and moving boxes. By the end of
the project we had called into service atotal of eleven volunteers and two staff members who
devoted agrand total of 1,050 hours over 40 weeks. We averaged about 35 hours per week and had
anywhere from one to five people working up to five hours per day. It seemsthat once again we
majorly underestimated the ability of our wonderful volunteers!

From the end of April through the last week of January 2013, we estimate that we processed
over 200 cubic feet of records. We used all 4,000 file folders and 105 boxes (of the 110 ordered, 35
from 2011) to process cases from 1923-1930, numbered 10,101-14,717. Although these cases are
numbered sequentially, some were removed from public use prior to donation to the society such as
lunacy cases and adoptions and some case packets are so large that they required multiple file
folders. Thisaccounts for adiscrepancy between the actual number of folders used versus the
number of cases.

We accomplished our main objective with this project to make the Clark County Probate
Records more accessible to researchers. By removing the original cases from the tightly packed
envel opes and flattening them, we protected the cases, preserving them for future researchers, and
making them easier to read and copy. Processing also made the boxes much lighter which makes it
easier for volunteers and employeesto pull.

Since we don’t have a designated processing area at the historical society, this project was
donein our research library in full view of researchers, which led to lots of teaching moments. Our
volunteers were happy to talk to visitors about what we were working on and explain to them the
benefits of using probate records. Most researchers who utilize these records are conducting
genealogical research, but through this process now realize that they carry a wider worth,
highlighting our county and country, following the contours of history. Those that worked on the

project now understand the treasures hidden in these records.
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PROJECT HOURS

Staff

Natalie Fritz 20
Md Glover 80
Volunteers

Pat Baker 40
Marguerite Brinkman 165
Marty Castle 80
John Hays 85
Marlene Hays 2.5
Flossie Hulszier 240
Bob Morris 25
Elaine Roller 75
Ruth Stiles 140
Bill Vatter 50

VirginiaWarren 70

TOTAL 1,050

Fun Things We Found:

- A State of Ohio Vs case against afather and son who were charged with using dynamite to

try to kill fish in the Mad River.
- The estate of Dr. Robert Rodgers, grandfather of comedian Jonathan Winters.

- Oneday avolunteer was sharing the details of a particularly juicy case regarding a man

charged with running a house of ill-repute. Another volunteer at the table inquired about the
name on the case...it turned out to be her grandfather who had died before she was born.
(She HAD known about the case, so no family secrets were suddenly uncovered!)

Another volunteer happened across the will for his great grandmother, whose first name he
had never known.

A guardianship case for awoman named Cinderella Foreman.

An estate for a gentleman named Manly Goodfellow. The timing of this case was
perfect...it was found the day before Natalie left for maternity leave. She kept her son-to-
be' s name secret from everyone until his birth, but she swore to everyone he would be
named Manly Goodfellow!
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Unprocessed Case Files

Processed Case Files

Unpr ocessed Box Processed B
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One of themany VERY large cases we found...5 people tackled it together!

Part of ur Wednesday Processing Crew working on the giant case seen above.
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Cinderélla: One of many interesting names found amongst the cases!
Mental Note: Don’t let my three year old know that this nameis an option!

Manly Goodfellow: What mother wouldn’t want their daughter to marry that man?
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Clark County

Hlstory is Always Unfoldmg at the Herltage Center'

Historical
Last year we were fortunate to receive a Socicty
fi al Summer 2012
grant from the Ohio Historical Records ey

Advisory Board to process about 3,000
Probate Court records. Our wonderful
volunteers in the library put in over 900
hours on the project and uncovered (and
unfolded) lots of interesting things. In
May Natalie Fritz presented about the
success of the project at the annual Ohio
Archivists conference. This year we
received funding to continue and have
already started working on the next batch  Ruth Stiles, Marguerite Brinkman, Flossie Hulsizer,

of records. NOTE: We are happy to take ~ Marty Castle, and Virginia Warren are seen here
working together to tackle one single monstrous case. |

‘on more volunteers for this project! ; ’
| Recognizing and Recalling Our Hlstory.... ; U O

We recently started a new tradition: “What I<; It
Wednesday.” Each week we post a photo of an
artifact on our Facebook and Twitter pages to see if
it can be identified. This artifact was shared a few
weeks ago: a wooden water pipe from the downtown
Springfield area. Prior to 1882, the city water
system consisted ol springs, wells, and cisterns
fooked after by the City Marshall whose duty it was
to make sure that no one "defiled the public water
supply.” The system used cast iron pipes within the
city, but the old reservoir with its wooden piping
system remained in service for the downtown. The
first municipal water plant and the city's first stand-
pipe (costing $88,500) were built in 1881. That
standpipe was where the water tower stands today
on Main St. above the Speedway and Dominos.

2012 Board of I'rustees

Larry McCoy—President
Wilham Fralick—Vice President
Alvin Wansing—Secretary
Rohert N. Bare—Treasurer
James I1. Baker
Kyle Conroy
Virginia Estrop
Karla Garrett Harshaw
William A. Kinnison
Drew Kolb
Mary Lou Loftis
William R. MacGregor
Larry H. Marple
Larry McFarland
Peter K. Noonan
Doug Paugh
Donald R. Perkins
Paul W. Schanher
Thomas T. Taylor

Staff (937) 324-0657
Ardath Dellapina ext, 231
Education & Program Director
Kasey Eichensehr ext. 234
Curator
Faith Freeman ext. 232
Community Relations Administrator
Natalie Fritz ext. 234
Curatorial dssistart
Mel Glover ext. 234
Curatorial Technician
Toem Payne
Maintenance
Anna Roberts ext, 221
Receptionistidcconnting Clerk
Bill Schwartz ext. 242
Development Coordinator
Roger Sherrock ext, 223
Chief Execurive Officer
Virginia Weygandt ext, 224
Dyirector of Caolfections

Summer 2012
10
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PAGE 2 CHRONMNICLES OF CLARK COUNTY

COLLECTION’S CORNER

~ Virginia Weygandt-Director of Collections ~ Kasey Fichensehr-Curator ~ Natalie Fritz-Curatorial Assistant ~ Mcl Glover-Curatorial Tech. E

The first day of fall has already come and gone; summer disappeared in a pullof dry grass and there is a
nip in the air. Come refresh vourself with an inspiring stroll through our exhibition galleries. Marvel again, or
maybe for the first time, at the creativeness, ingenuily, and determination of the people who made this city and
ccounly greal. Have a wonder{ul [alll - Virginia Weygandt, Director of Collections

v ap s

QOur Probate Court Record Processing Project is mov- | \
ing forward quickly! Since April our library volun-
teers and staff members have already finished process- |

I ing over 2,000 records! We're finding all sorts of in-
| teresling stories in the cases (wills, cstate scttlements,
- guardianship records) and expect to finish about 4,000 |
cases by the end of our granl [unded period in Decem- :
ber. 1t’s not too late to join in the fun and help us
process, so call 937-324-0657 if you are interested!

Clockwise from top: Marty Castle, Flossie & |
Hulsizer, Ruth Stiles, Virginia Warren, and y O we dinr o sl st

Bills thar become: brws affect cur daily Fves

. - Scx the in which
Marguerile Brinkman | e
ST i 1 ! Lif: th docos to Siod oat about some of the

In November 2010 we debuted a new political

exhibit on the 2nd floor: From Clark County to Wash-
ington D.C.. Service in the Nation’s Capiiol. Witha
big election upon us this year, we invite you to browse
the exhibit to learn about local government representa-
tives who scrved us in Washington, voting rights and
how they’ve changed, the election process, how gov-
ernment [unclions and helps us in our daily lives, and ‘
about how YOU can be invalved and informed! 1

: Is this a grizzly tool of destruction? Or something more
i benign? There are lots of creepy things hirking in the
historical society collections, which we will be

'showeasing during the month of October inanew
“exhibit: 13 from the Vauli: Stuff that Scares the Staff.
We’ve chosen some of the items that scare us the most .
and want 1o share the stuff of nightmares with all of
you!

Fall 2012
11
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CLAGK COUHTY HIiGTo@IioAaL SO0IET Y Fazec &

ey the past tero years we™ve had fiun in the arcloves processing thousands of the county’s Probate Cort

records . With the help of many volinteess, these weomrds have gone fiomn damaging cramped quatters to their
flatteried state 1n acid fiee folders i mice new boxes. In 12 volantesrs worked on b oat 5,000 cases, banging our
total for 2001 1-2012 to over 10,000, This projectwas finded tlwongh tero grants fom the Oluo Historie Eecomds and
Arclives Board (OHEAE), This year they rewarded us for cur efforts by presenting us with a 2012 Achieverrent
Aoarard and $250, whichwrill be presented at the Febmary & Winter Vohintesr Mesting, We wrart to exterd agmeat
big thank woa to carwondedfl vohrteers who gave their ime to this anbibions project! "We hope thew allhad a
great imeurntolding our lustory and preserving 1t for fatare gererations! ~ Matalie

| Frobaie Comt Frojed Vilogeers J011-200F |
Pat Baber L ber Lopes
Sundy Bl Litvda Ifceller
Fudr Bomm an Bob Maris
dmarda Bremrer Elatre Eollkr
Ifargaerite Brankanar (o @rze SImon
Iarty Castle Faal Stiles
Tatw His Eill "atter
Iifarlere Fhers g WRITENR
Floecie Fhalsimer

CAanes s whoo Loves s 7

The Hational Endoarrrent £or fhe Hamanities o
1! Last cprivggwre applied for ore o the T Precer-
g wration Sesictane e Grarde which are meard to help
historic 4l hetinmtiore tabie beter care of their
collections. W e dokiga good job carbgfor and
ol b A1 e artifacts bt storage has abarays been
i 2 problern —there newer seerrs tobe eronagh cpace,
B 1] there ate definite benewer exunagh of fhe acid-

T2 ¢ 1rnsentte Quality (e . expensie ) boces that
e e to orZarime ot attifacts avd protect them
N from damage . We told the HEH a1l shoat o
collectiore , avd they de cide d that o arbfacte are JEo . ”
so significant - mt:;n]ym our loc al history bt to County’s ffricon dneican Hitorp

; . Febmaary, B looks ot loc albnsresces,

ruticeaal history - that we decerwe an exirs $5 310 choxcles, spats ard mibtary fimre s,
to tnr specialboe s and storage materiale for msic e, orgurimors., tmd more!
then, Mot oxulye il the se bozes ke ep artifacte cafe fromm bonnidiy, dast, and
a0 idic Fasces (o wondldn 't believe huoar naach ac idic gas is oat there,
everpwhers) nat they The Jp us make the most of the storage space e hawe
arrailable. Ovre hawee to do onoour end is getthe artifacts thres of our storage
cpac e heath tazged bozed, and labe bd by Aoe 1,2014 . We canido it —Tndt if
atgy of or vobodeers wrand to join i, we won't s no. Therearill be comme
cped ial trafhivgg dmeotoe 4, nat after that won get to toach the cool smff! -~ Easey

Come seethe ahbi d Took Back o Clark

Iife] Crlorer has recerdhy been comm iesiored
tio serme s Adjmmed of e Somey of the Clhio
Federal Ciwil Wat Beeracting Battalior, He
sigrethat avd §3.00 will st ypoaa op of

coffee, bt & atill prettyreat! Ihtalie Friw herboashard Tobeg ard their
(4t kit Dl withhis nife, Srrette, of b dmFtter Padze (fomm et “¥der™ are happer to
Hight at the Museam , 2011). weloome oux rewrest Viitern, Elliot Tames

Frim bom Octoter 24, Eeepanew ot for the
Itk aryarond fhe Heritnge Cepiter |

Winter 2013
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