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Summary of Project Activities and Accomplishments: 

This past year at the Clark County Historical Society we were excited to receive the grant 

funds to continue with the Probate Court Processing Project that we began in 2011.  With the grant 

funds we received from the Ohio Historical Records Advisory Board, we were able to continue 

work on a large portion of the unprocessed Clark County Probate Court records that we have in our 

collection.  We began the project during the last week of April using file folders from our standing 

archives supply and the 35 boxes left over from last year’s grant.  By the beginning of May we 

applied the $1,364.00 we received in grant funds for supplies to purchase 75 boxes and 4,000 legal 

file folders.   

After working on the project last year, our volunteers were familiar with the process and 

worked much faster from the beginning.  We quickly realized that there were many more cases in 

this time span than there had been in the previously processed batch of cases.  Whereas we were 

able to process the years from 1908-1923 in 2011, we only processed from 1923-1930 this time.  

The cases were not only more plentiful, but many of them were extremely large, taking multiple 

folders and often multiple people to process.  Our record setting case took fifteen folders and five 

people almost an entire work day to process!  

Based on previous experience with Probate Court records and the results of our 2011 

processing project, we estimated how many cases we could process before the end of the year.  In 

our grant request we pinpointed ten individuals (2 staff members at 40 hours apiece and 8 

volunteers) who we expected to work on the project and projected everyone to spend 560 hours.  

Natalie ended up devoting less time than anticipated to the project because of her pregnancy and 

subsequent maternity leave.  Mel, the other staff member on the project, more than made up the 
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time, working over 80 hours between supervising and processing and moving boxes. By the end of 

the project we had called into service a total of eleven volunteers and two staff members who 

devoted a grand total of 1,050 hours over 40 weeks.  We averaged about 35 hours per week and had 

anywhere from one to five people working up to five hours per day.  It seems that once again we 

majorly underestimated the ability of our wonderful volunteers! 

From the end of April through the last week of January 2013, we estimate that we processed 

over 200 cubic feet of records.  We used all 4,000 file folders and 105 boxes (of the 110 ordered, 35 

from 2011) to process cases from 1923-1930, numbered 10,101-14,717.  Although these cases are 

numbered sequentially, some were removed from public use prior to donation to the society such as 

lunacy cases and adoptions and some case packets are so large that they required multiple file 

folders.  This accounts for a discrepancy between the actual number of folders used versus the 

number of cases.   

We accomplished our main objective with this project to make the Clark County Probate 

Records more accessible to researchers.  By removing the original cases from the tightly packed 

envelopes and flattening them, we protected the cases, preserving them for future researchers, and 

making them easier to read and copy.  Processing also made the boxes much lighter which makes it 

easier for volunteers and employees to pull.  

Since we don’t have a designated processing area at the historical society, this project was 

done in our research library in full view of researchers, which led to lots of teaching moments.  Our 

volunteers were happy to talk to visitors about what we were working on and explain to them the 

benefits of using probate records.  Most researchers who utilize these records are conducting 

genealogical research, but through this process now realize that they carry a wider worth, 

highlighting our county and country, following the contours of history.  Those that worked on the 

project now understand the treasures hidden in these records. 
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PROJECT HOURS 
 
Staff 
Natalie Fritz  20 
Mel Glover  80 
 
Volunteers 
Pat Baker  40 
Marguerite Brinkman 165 
Marty Castle  80 
John Hays  85 
Marlene Hays  2.5 
Flossie Hulszier 240 
Bob Morris  2.5 
Elaine Roller  75 
Ruth Stiles  140 
Bill Vatter  50 
Virginia Warren 70 
 
TOTAL  1,050 
 
 
Fun Things We Found: 
 

- A State of Ohio Vs case against a father and son who were charged with using dynamite to 
try to kill fish in the Mad River. 

- The estate of Dr. Robert Rodgers, grandfather of comedian Jonathan Winters. 
- One day a volunteer was sharing the details of a particularly juicy case regarding a man 

charged with running a house of ill-repute.  Another volunteer at the table inquired about the 
name on the case…it turned out to be her grandfather who had died before she was born.  
(She HAD known about the case, so no family secrets were suddenly uncovered!) 

- Another volunteer happened across the will for his great grandmother, whose first name he 
had never known. 

- A guardianship case for a woman named Cinderella Foreman. 
- An estate for a gentleman named Manly Goodfellow.  The timing of this case was 

perfect…it was found the day before Natalie left for maternity leave.  She kept her son-to-
be’s name secret from everyone until his birth, but she swore to everyone he would be 
named Manly Goodfellow!   

 
 
 



Clark County Historical Society – Probate Housing Project Final Report 
 

4 
 

 

Note: Shipping was generously covered by the Clark 
County Genealogical Society 
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Unprocessed Case Files 

 

    
Processed Case Files 

 

   
   Unprocessed Box            Processed Box 
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Finished Boxes – Second Floor 
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One of the many VERY large cases we found…5 people tackled it together! 

 

 
Part of our Wednesday Processing Crew working on the giant case seen above. 
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Cinderella: One of many interesting names found amongst the cases! 

Mental Note: Don’t let my three year old know that this name is an option! 

  
Manly Goodfellow:  What mother wouldn’t want their daughter to marry that man? 
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Summer 2012 
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Fall 2012 
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Winter 2013 


