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January 31, 2014
Organization: The University of Akron, University Libraries, Archival Services
Project Title: Digitization of the Daniel Guggenheim Airship Institute Technical Reports
Project Director: S. Victor Fleischer
Telephone: 330-972-7670
E-mail: archives@uakron.edu
Summary of Project Activities and Accomplishments:

The purpose of this project was to digitize for preservation purposes and to make available
online 182 technical reports from the Daniel Guggenheim Airship Institute. The grant funded the
digitization of 66 reports while funding for the remaining reports—with the exception of 29,
which will be discussed below—was provided by The University of Akron (UA).

During the first month of the grant, the technical reports were located, pulled, and packed in
shipping boxes with padding to protect them during transport by the Senior Archives Associate
with the assistance of Archival Services student assistants. The reports were shipped via United
Parcel Service (UPS) to Digital Museum Masters (DMM, formerly known as The Image
Collective or TIC) in Somerville, Massachusetts. The reports arrived safely in April and were not
damaged in any way during transportation.

When the reports arrived at the vendor, the Head of Archival Services and the vendor discussed
the file naming conventions, which followed NARA recommendations and included the report
number followed by the page number and the document format extension. Periods in the report
numbers were replaced with underscores. For instance, the uncompressed TIFF file for report
number 02.01 page 14 is 02_01 14.TIFF and the PDF file is 02_01 14.PDF.

Digitization of the technical reports was conducted by DMM between May and December 2013.
While the digitization was supposed to be completed and the files delivered to UA by August,
the digitization took almost four months longer than expected due to some unexpected problems
the vendor encountered during the digitization and OCR processes. Fortunately, this did not
affect the completion of the project.

The first problem encountered had to do with the fact that some of the pages in the reports were
printed on onion skin paper with bled type, which required some adjustments in the scanning
process, namely increasing the contrast slightly. The vendor did this so the type would be more
legible and so the PDF files could be OCR’d and searched. The other issue that was discovered
during scanning is that some of the reports contained fold outs or “tip-outs,” which required a
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different procedure. The vendor solved this problem by skipping these pages and then scanning
them later at a different resolution with an oversized scanner, which later were added back into
the combined PDF file as is standard procedure. These issues required some creative solutions
and proved to be very tedious and time consuming. Again, these unforeseen circumstances
slowed the process and required adjustments to the original timeline, but did not affect the
completion of the project.

Another problem encountered by the vendor during the scanning process was that 29 reports
were bound in hard covers and the vendor could not get quality scans of the pages in these
reports as much of the text was in the gutter. While the Head of Archival Services gave him
permission to dis-bind the documents since the bindings were modern and not original, the
vendor did not have the means or time to do this and did not want to be responsible for any
damage that might have been caused to the original documents during the dis-binding process.
In addition, due to the other unanticipated problems encountered during the scanning and OCR
processes, it was decided that the vendor would not have time also to address this issue in the
time allotted for the grant. Therefore, it was decided that the bound reports would not be
digitized at this time and would be done at a later date as a separate project.

Digitization standards based on “Technical Guidelines for Digitizing Archival Materials for
Electronic Access: Creation of Production Master Files — Raster Images” produced by the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) were followed during the digitization of
the reports. The vendor scanned the reports at 300 DPI (dots per inch) and saved them as
uncompressed TIFF images for the master files. The scanned reports were not cropped or skewed
by the scanning technician and reflect accurately the original image. The vendor also created
derivative PDF access files for each report from each TIFF master file that were used for online
viewing.

The vendor used Optical Character Recognition (OCR) to make the documents fully searchable.
The vendor backed up production master image files and derivatives on external hard drive
systems with a level of data redundancy based on NARA recommendations. One external hard
drive was purchased and supplied by the vendor and was used to transport the master TIFFs and
the derivative PDFs from the vendor to UA. Originally, an additional set of digital master file
images with metadata stored on an open standard tape format, such as LTO (Linear Tape-Open),
was supposed to be maintained offsite at the OCLC facilities in Dublin, Ohio. However, as we
discovered, OCLC does not store the high resolution master files or allow us to upload them to
CONTENTdm. Instead, these files are stored onsite on Archival Services’ designated server,
which is housed at The University of Akron Computer Center and maintained by Information
Technology staff. This actually is a better option as it allows us quick and easy access to these
digital files when needed.

When the digitization was completed, the vendor re-packed the original reports in boxes to
protect them using the original packaging and shipped them back to Akron, which occurred in
mid-November. Archival Services student assistants then reshelved the boxes in their designated
shelf locations under the supervision of the Senior Archives Associate. The vendor then had to
complete OCR and other work on the digital files before they could be delivered. While DMM

2



performed quality control onsite, another round of quality control and quality assurance was
conducted on all the digitized reports once the files arrived in the archives to ensure the
digitization and metadata adhere to the image standards using the Archival Services training
manual “Quality Control and Assurance Procedures for Scanning and Metadata Creation.” This
work was conducted by Archival Services staff and student assistants under the guidance of the
Senior Archives Associate once the digital files arrived in the archives in early December, which
was four months behind the deadline. Fortunately, none of the images needed rescanned or
adjustments such as image rotation.

However, two issues were encountered with the final files the vendor delivered to UA. First, the
vendor did not combine the separate OCR files for each page into one PDF document for each
report, so this had to be done by Archival Services staff. In addition, when staff tested the
searching capability and accuracy of the OCR’d PDF files, the search results were poor on many
of the files. Therefore, the Senior Archives Associate and other staff and student assistants had to
take most of the raw TIFF files and re-convert them to PDF documents and OCR them to
improve the quality of the documents and therefore the searchability. This took more time and
caused more work and effort on our part that was not anticipated.

While the digitization was months behind schedule due to various problems encountered by the
vendor, most the metadata creation was completed weeks ahead of schedule since much of the
metadata already existed as the finding aid included an item-level description of each individual
report. Archival Services personnel used this information to quickly populate the metadata
import spreadsheet. They copied this information from the finding aid, which included author,
title, date, and report number. They then pasted this information into a Microsoft Word file and
manipulated the data by putting returns after each report description and tabs between each set of
information. They then copied and pasted this information into the Microsoft Excel spreadsheet.
The returns placed each report’s metadata on a different row in the spreadsheet and the tabs put
the data into separate columns. This made metadata creation for the reports much quicker than
creating it from scratch. Other information such as collection name, institution, institutional
contact, and the like were placed into the spreadsheet in the appropriate column and copied down
to populate all of the remaining cells. This work was completed ahead of schedule and before the
mid-term report.

Additional metadata had to be created once the digital files arrived at UA in early December. To
help facilitate topical searching, as part of its metadata each technical report was given a short
description and one or more subject headings assigned to it. Each report contains a summary or
abstract on the first page. Therefore, staff opened the PDF file for each report, copied the abstract
or summary, and pasted it into a Microsoft Word document. Copying the abstract and pasting it
directly into the Excel spreadsheet could not occur as originally planned as some of the copied
text was converted into strange characters and symbols due to the inferior quality of many of the
PDF documents. As a consequence, the text had to be cleaned up or in some cases completely
retyped in Word and then pasted into the appropriate cell in the Excel spreadsheet. Once this
work was completed, Archival Services staff used the information in the abstracts to help them
select key words and subject headings.



For subject heading controlled vocabulary, we used names and place terms from the Library of
Congress Name Authority File. Keyword indexed metadata fields included author, title, subjects,
description, date issued, and identifier. The metadata for each technical report followed
procedures outlined in a metadata manual that was created for this project by the Special
Collections Cataloger in coordination with the Head of Archival Services and other archives
staff, which can be used for other projects. The Head of Archival Services and the Special
Collections Cataloger performed all quality and assurance control on the metadata. Once this
work was completed, which was in mid-December, all the PDF files and corresponding metadata
were uploaded to Archival Services’ Digital Collections site using CONTENTdm by the Senior
Archives Associate.

Outcomes:

Since the reports are now digitized and available online this reduces handling of the original
documents, which are frequently referenced and extremely fragile. Now that the reports are
online (please see screen shot examples of the digitized reports in Appendix A) they are more
readily available to a broader audience as they can be accessed 24/7/365 from anywhere in the
world with a computer and internet access. The reports are used by students, faculty, scholars,
lighter-than-air enthusiasts, and the general public for a variety of research projects. These
individuals now have unfettered access to these important research materials. The documents are
also fully searchable, which enhances searchability, increases discovery of pertinent information,
and reduces research time. This project would not have been possible without the grant. The
University of Akron genuinely thanks OHRAB and NHPRC for their generous support.

Archival Services faculty, staff, and students learned a great deal throughout the project. Student
assistants, many of whom plan to pursue a career in archives, libraries, or museums, had the
opportunity to learn and practice quality control and quality assurance on digitized documents.
They also had the opportunity to create and work with metadata. In addition, the faculty and staff
learned a great deal in terms of manipulating data and creating shortcuts and workflows and
other solutions for digitization projects. Furthermore, the metadata training manual created for
this project also can be used for other projects. In fact, it is currently being used by a practicum
student to create metadata for a project that includes the digitization of and online access to
numerous Civil War letters from several collections held in Archival Services. The archives’
system of evaluation for this project includes the number of patrons who visit the website and
facilities onsite to view the Daniel Guggenheim Institute Technical Reports. These numbers will
be monitored over the next year.

Publicity:

Archival Services created and released many publicity pieces to announce the grant and its
completion. Most of the publicity was written by the Project Director/Head of Archival Services
in coordination with the Archives Associate Senior and the University Libraries’ Manager of
Marketing and Communications and a Public Relations Representative in the University’s Office

4



of Institutional Marketing. In order to announce the grant award, a news article was written and
posted on Archival Services’ website (please

see http://www.uakron.edu/libraries/archives/about/archival-news_detail.dot?id=7b04c508-40fa-
4b3f-a927-ac6bd65c34c7). This article also appears in the news ticker on the University
Libraries’ homepage and on the Library News & Announcements page on the University
Libraries” website (please see http://www.uakron.edu /libraries/

and http://www.uakron.edu/libraries/about/news/, respectively). We also submitted a news article
to the Society of Ohio Archivists, which was placed in the Awards section of the Fall 2013
edition of their newsletter, the Ohio Archivist.

Additional publicity was created and disseminated at the conclusion of the project to announce
its successful completion and to point researchers to the final product. For instance, a press
release was created and distributed to local media outlets. A news article based off the press
release also was created and placed on the Archival Services’ and University Libraries’ websites
and the University Libraries’ portal, which can be accessed

at http://www.uakron.edu/libraries/archives/about/archival-news_detail.dot?id=f204587c-dbec-
4023-bf28-80e04305bd69 and http://blogs.uakron.edu/liblog/. An announcement also was posted
on the Society of Ohio Archivists listserv and a brief announcement was placed on the
University’s daily news e-mail blast called E-mail Digest. Other announcements were sent to the
Society of American Archivists for publication in the news section of Archival Outlook and
SAA'’s Archives and Archivists listserv as well as the Midwest Archives Conference for
publication in the news section of the MAC Newsletter in addition to the History and Culture of
the State of Ohio listserv (H-Ohio) through H-Net. Please see examples of publicity in Appendix
B.
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Appendix A

Screen Shot Samples of Digitized Reports
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Daniel Guggenheim Airship Institute *

The Daniel Guggenheim Airship Ingtitute was operated by the Municipal University of Akron from 1329 - 1949 As pant of the College of Enginesring, the ingtitute
provided students with reseanch opportunities relating 10 lighter-than-air flight, hemaser-than-air flight, and meteorslagy. The records consist of comespondence,
technical reports, and administrative fles.

Edward C, Shoman Papers
Edward C. Shoman was the marketing manager of beg tire sales at the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company in Akron, Okeo. Included in the papers are business

comespendence, repons. and personal notes from hie 34 years at Goodyear in addition to numerous Goodyear-related photographs, shides, video tapes, and
published materials that mostly document Goodyear's off-the-road tires

Frank B. Baldwin Papers

Frank B. Baldwn was an emgloyee of the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company under thew ight operations department and later thew astionatics and undersea
wartary salus deparlment. He also sened 25 3 plol and personal wde o Paul W. Lilchheld, president and laler CEO z'dChaumm ol Board nl bw\‘b;aﬂ Included
in the papers are photograph albums. logs, and subject fles from his 34 years a1 Goodyear in addition 1 dy lated fil . thdes. publiched
materials, and artfacts.

Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company Records
The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company Ricords contans apy ly 1,000 cubsc el of comesy . annual teports, Snancsal reporls, news teliases,

i al matenals, and that docurment Lhe istory of e company. The Pholographic Negatres and
Prnks Senes inchades roughly 500,000 smages that wsually chromcle the nch and diverse history of the largest and mest influential ubber company in the word.
Funding from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) allowed Aschival Sendces to digitize and make avalable cnline all 23.000 images fom 19121851
Any views, findings, conchusions, or recommendations expressed in this website do not necessarily reflect those of the NEH

+ Wingfoot Clan Akron Edition
+ Wingfoot Clan Airerah Edition

Louis Baus Canal Phetograph Cellection

The Lous Baus Canal Photograph Collection at The Uneversity of Alron Archial Seraces consists of 420 negatrves of the Ohio & Ene Canal, Miame & Ene Canal,
and connecting waterways from 1854 to 1333, The majority of images were photographed by Louis Daus (1875-1349), a Cleveland, Ohio photographer, while others
were acquired by Gaus from his predecessors. Included in the collection are images of canal boats, crews and passengers, and warious locks, businesses. and
homes along the canalways. Digtization of the Baus Collection was sponsored in pan through the generous support of the Ohia & Erie Canabway Association

Opie Evans Papers

The Ogre Evans Fapess al The Unwersty of Alson Aschral Seraces conerst of approxmalely 40 cubsc feel of archval matenals documenting the ife and werk of
African-& publisher, and busi Opie Evans of Akron, Ohio. The papers inchude hundreds of photographic prints and negatives taken or
collected by Cvans during his career that provide a rich visual history of the African-American community in Aknon and mrdng areas during the middle of the
twentieth century. The images mastly depict African-Amenican churches, workers, ies, and social and events. They alsa
capture the 1964 and 1367 elections and the il rights mavement in Akron.

University of Akron Photographs
The Unnersity of Akron Photographs wsual},' document the histary and development of The Unnversity of Akron, from ds begeengs as Buchiel College in 1870 unbil
its modem-day status 2s a state wniversity. The include ic prints and negatives that depict indiidual students and faculty members as well -
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Fig. 1. Screen Shot of Archival Services Digital Collections Landing Page in CONTENTdm
Showing Addition of Guggenheim Institute Records Link and Short Description
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Appendix B

Publicity Samples
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Archival Services Announces Completion of OHRAB
Grant

Fogted on January 30, 2074 by mabloom

Archival Senaces, @ diision of University Libranies, is pleased to the ofa

grant to digitize, presenve and fo make avalable anline 153 historic technical reparts fram the Daniel Guggenheim
Aurship Institute, which was a part of the Unwversity's Cobege of Engineenng from 1929 1o 1949, The digitized reports,
which are available anling as fully PDF . Can ba d at

hittp:/s 1] ocke arg: 15060com3.

The mstilude was opsrated by Tha University of Akron from 19249 1o 1949 and was a parnership with the California
Institute of . the Danlel Fund, and the Geodyear-Zeppelin Corparation in Akren, Chio,
Expenimants conducted at the mstilula focused on the effects of lurbulence and drag on airship hulls as well as

The reports are a valuabhe source of INformaton that primarily document
research n bghtar-ih ar fight, 1 1 flight, , and G-Torce hat

Access Senaces (11)
Archval Serices (10)

Center for the History of
Peychology {1)

Dean's Office (21)

Elecironic Serces (53)
Ganeral Interest (14)

Paolicy & Planning (2)
Prodessional Development (11)
Research & Learming Sefvices
(29)

Science & Technology Library
()

Standards Commitless (3)

UAL Technical Senvices

was conducted at the Instiute. The reports are frequenty used by stedents, histonans, scholars, bghter-than-air
enthusiasts, and ressarchers for a varkaly of research progcts

This project was supported in part by a nine-month §$1,980 National Historical Publi and Racords C

& ittee (2)
UAL User Interfaces
Commitios (1)

(NHPRC) Grant that was awarded last April through the Omio Hrstoncal Records Advisory Board (OHRAB). Additional
funding was provded by the Unnersity. UA gratefully acknowledges the support of thase bodies

The Daniel Guggenhaim Arship Institute Records and other historical resources on the histary of lighter-than-air

flight and local history are evailable by visifing Archival Senvices located in Room LL10 of he Polsky Building

Business hours are Monday through Friday from Bam 1o Spm. Additronal information about Archival Services and s
can be on the 's wabsita al hilp:www uakion edulibranes/achnes
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resources | Leave a reply
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News Story on University Libraries’ Portal Announcing Completion of Grant
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E 017302018
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s available grline as fully searchable POF documents, can be
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Directions & Farking v
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The institute was operated by The University of Akran from 1929 to 1949 and was a partnership with the Califarnia
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research in lighter-than-air fight, heavier-th Tlight, ! h ics, and G-force
that was conducted at the institute, The reports are frag) w used by stud istor scholars, lighter-than-
air enthusiasts, and researchers for a variety of research projects.
This project was supparted in part by a nine-month 51,980 National Historical Publications and Records Commission
[MNHPRC]) Grant that was awarded last April through the Ohia Historical Records Advisory Board ([OHRAB). Additicnal
funding was provided by the University. UA gratefully acknowledges the support of these bodies.
The Daniel Guggenheim Airship Institute Records and other historical resources on the history of ighter-than-air
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Fig. 5: News Story on Archival Services’ Website Announcing Completion of Grant
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Media contact: Sarsh Lans
330-971-7419 or slana@uskron adun

UA Archives Digitizes Airship Institute Technical Eeports

Chio Historical Publications and Records grant makes records accessible to the public

Akron, Ohio — Jan. 23,2014 - In harch 2013, The University of Akron’s Archival Sarvicss of
Univarsity Librarias raceivail a nins-month §1.980 Mational Historical Publications and Racords
Commission (WHPEC) Grant fromthe Ohio Historical Eacords Advisory Board (OHEAE). The funding
was usad to digitize for prasarvation pusposas and to make available online 153 historic and fragile
tachnical raports fromthe Danizl Gueggenheim Airship Instituta that grz part of the extansive holdings of
Archival Sarvicsas.

The instituts was oparatad bw the Collage of Enginsering at The University of Alron from 192910 1949
and was a partmership with the CaliforniaInstitnte of Tachnology, the Danisl Guegenheim Fund and the
Goodvear-Zeppalin Corporationin Akron Experiments conductadat the instituts focused on the sffacts
of turbulencs and drag on airship hulls as wall as meteorological obsarvations.

The tachnical reports ars a valuabls source of infoonation that primarily document ressarchin lighter-
than-air flicht, heaviar-than-air flicht, meteorolosy, ssrodvnamics, and G-fores measuraments that was
conductad at the institute. The reports are fraguantlyvused by studants, histodans, scholars, lishter-than-air
snthusiasts, and ressarchars fora varisty of ressarch projects.

During the term of the grant (April 1 to Dec. 31, 2013), Archival Services packed and shipped the raports
to Dhgital Museum Masters, a vendorin Andover, Massachusetts, which digitizad the raports and retumsad
them to Akron along with the digital imagas. Acchival Services faculty and staff then created metadata
includingauthor, titla, dats, and subject haadines to daseribe sach report, which wera racentlvuploadad to
the departmant’s digital archives that uses a digital manapament asset svstem callad CONTENTdm. The
digitizad raports, which ara available online as fully ssarchabla PDF documsants, can ba aceassadat
http://edm] 5960 contantdm. ocle. org’cdmlandinepaga/collaction’ p 1396 0coll3.

“Thea tachnical raports are a unigue sowres of infommation that dpcument the important research that was
being conductad at the University on lighter-than-air flicht, an important topic of inguiry™ savs 3. Victor
Fleischer, head of Archival Sarvices. “The reposts are fraquently used by studants and scholars to study
this important aspact of our past, and the grant helpadus to not only prassrveths original documents by
raducing handling, but also to shars them with a broadsr audisncs through online access, whichars tvo of
our main goals.”

This project was supportad in part by an avward from the Ohio Historical Racords AdvisorvBoard,
through funding fromthe National Historical Publications and Racords Commission (NHPEC), Mational
Archives and Records Administmtion. TTA pratefully acknowladgss the support of thasabodias.
Additional funding was provided by the University.

UA"s Archival Sarvicas is opente students, faculty, staffand the general public, Monday through Fridaw,
2 am. to 3 p.m. Appointments are not necassary, but ars prafemred.

Archival Servicas, which is part of Universite Librarias, collapts, preserves and providss access to historic
rasources that primarily documeant the history of The Univearsite of Alron andthe region. To leam mors,

visit werw uakron.edulibrarias/archives.

_an—

Fig. 6: Press Release Announcing Completion of Grant
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Subject: [BOA) University of Aloron Archil Services Announces Completion of OHRAS Grant
AMessage — AINUNLE (0 5
The University of Akron Archival Services, a division of University Libraries, is pleasad to announce the successful completion of 2 nine-month $1,980 National Histarical Publications and Recards Commissian [NHPRC] Grant that was awarded last April through the Ohio &j
Historical Records Advisory Board (OHRAB]. The funding was used fo digitize for preservation purposes and to make available onfine 153 tect u

from the Daniel Guggenheim Airship Institute that are part of the extensive holdings of Archival Services, The
digrtized reports, which are available oning as fully searchable PUF documents, can be accessed at http://edmilssbl.contentdm.occ.ongfedm/landingpage eoliechon, ploseiols.

The institute was aperated by The University of Akron from 1929 to 1349 and wasa pa'm:!:shu wrththe Caffurma Imtmrte of Technology, the Daniel Guggenheim Fund, andthe (Goodyear-Zeppeln Corporation in Akron, Ohi. Experiments conducted at the institute
focusad on the effects of turbulence and drag on sirship hulls as well as uabh of information that pri hin ighter-than-air fiight, heavier-than-air fight, metecrology,
jcs, and G-force that ducted at the institute. The reporharefrequenﬂyusedh'{smﬂents,hﬁtonms,scholars lighter- ﬂmn—alenmmlaﬂs,and researchers for a variety of research projects.

This project was supported in part by an award from the Ohio Histarical Recards Advisory Board, through funding from the National Histarical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC], National Archives and Records Administration. Additional funding was
provided by the University. UA gratefully acknowledges the support of these bodies.

The Danicl Guggenheim Airship Instiute Records and other histonical resources on the history of ghter than air flight and local history are available by visiting An:hr.\al Services, Polsky Building LL10, 225 S, Main &t Akron, OH 44325 1702. Busincss hours are
Monday through Friday from Sam to Spm. Additional information about Archival Servicas and its collactions can be accessed on the department’s website at wwa.ukron.edu/Tbraries arthmzs.

Mark Bloom

Archives Associate, Senior

The University of Alzon

University Libraries, Archival Services
309721611

) seemore about Bloom,Mark &

Fig. 7: Announcement on Society of Ohio Archivists Listserv Announcing Completion of
Grant
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Rickey, editor

yaEwrght.edu

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum
(Cleveland)

The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum is
pleased to announce its new Gladys Krieble
Delmas Visiting Scholar Program, created
through a generous gift from the foundation of
the same name, which seeks to encourage re-
search in the collections of the Rock Hall's Library
and Archives. Applications are now being accept-
ed for grants to fund travel by visiting scholars to
the Library and Archives before September 2014.
Grants will be in the amount of $1,000 per week
for up to two weeks. Visiting Scholars may use
their funds for transportation, housing, and other
costs related to their Library and Archives visit
and research. Teachers, graduate students, and
postdoctoral and independent scholars are en-
couraged to apply, with preference given to appli-
cants residing outside Northeast Ohio. For appli-
cation instructions and more information about
the Visiting Scholar Program, please visit http://
Iibrary.rockbgll,g;gm,{deimés. Review of applica-
tions will begin on October 7. For more infor-
mation regarding the Rock Hall’s Library and Ar-
chives and its collections, please visit http://
library.rockhall.com/.

University of Akron Archival Services

(Akron)
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The University of Akron Archival Services, a divi-

sion of University Libraries, recently acquired The
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company's historic

motion picture films. The collection consists of
more than 3,000 films that visually document the
history of the world’s largest and most influential
rubber company. The films date from 1898 to
2007 and are a treasure trove of information on a
variety of important topics in American and world
history including labor, factory conditions, tire
and rubber production, lighter-than-air flight, pa-
rade balloons, war products, and motorcycle and
automotive racing. Some of the more important
historic events captured in the collection include
the maiden flight of the USS Akron, the 1933 Chi-
cago World's Fair, one of the first Macy's Thanks-
giving Day parades, the unveiling of Admiral Rich-
ard Byrd’s snow cruiser, the 1960 breaking of the
land speed record, the building of the Alaska -
Pipeline, and the Akron Rubber Strike of 1936.
Also included is blimp footage of numerous sport-
ing events such as Super Bowls, Olympics, and
NASCAR and Grand Prix races. The films, which
are inventoried and available to the public, will be
of use to students, historians, scholars, and docu-
mentary film makers. These and other historic
records on the history of Goodyear and the rub-
ber and polymer industry are available by visiting
Archival Services.

The University of Akron Archival Services also re-
cently received a $1,980 grant from the Ohio
Historical Records Advisory Board (OHRAB), The
funding is being used to digitize for preservation
purposes and to make available online 60 tech-
nical reports from the Daniel Guggenheim Airship
Institute. The institute was operated by The Uni-
versity of Akron from 1929-1949 and was a part-
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nership with the California Institute of Technolo-
gy, the Daniel Guggenheim Fund, and the Good-
year-Zeppelin Corporation in Akron, Ohio. Experi-
ments conducted at the institute focused on the
effects of turbulence and drag on airship hulls as
well as meteorological observations. The technical
reports are a valuable source of research that pri-
marily document lighter-than-air flight, heavier-
than-air flight, meteorology, aerodynamics, and G
-force measurements. The reports are frequently
used by students, historians, scholars, authors,
and lighter-than-air enthusiasts. The Daniel Gug-
genheim Airship Institute Records and other re-
sources on the history of The University of Akron
and lighter-than-air flight are available by visiting
Archival Services.

Warren County Records Center & Archives
(Lebanon)
Warren County Records Center & Archives recent-

ly overhauled and improved its website. Records
manager Jen Haney sald of the project: “One of
the first things I wanted to do when I came on
board as Records Manager/Archivist [in February]
It hadnt been
touched since 2001 and desperately needed at-

was to update the website.

tention. It was not user-friendly and did not give
researchers/patrons any idea of what we do or
have available for research. After meeting with
our web development department, I revamped
the ‘About Us’ and ‘Research Request’ sections
and added pages about our mission, staff, our
general retention schedule and policies and most
importantly, a page devoted to our available rec-
ords so patrons can get a better idea of what we
have... I am proud of how it turned out and hope

that this will allow patrons and researchers the

14
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opportunity to explore our holdings and know that
we are more than just a county records center.”
Goals for future improvements to the site include
a complete inventory of records available to the
public, a “Found It in the Archives” blog, and a
digital archive of 'scanned images available for
remote users.
Western Reserve Historical Society
(Cleveland)

The Western Reserve Historical Society (WRHS) in

Cleveland, Ohio, has embarked on a project to

allow unprecedented access to its manuscript col-
lections. Over the past twenty months, curator of
manuscripts Margaret Burzynski-Bays and manu-
scripts processing supervisor Hannah Kemp-
Severence have made more than 2,600 finding
aids available in EAD through the OhioLINK EAD

Finding Aid Repository. Kent State University

MLIS program practicum students Jessica Marra
and Lexy Staskiews also contributed to the suc-
cess of this project. Through this project, the
WRHS Research Library established new policies
to implement EAD as the standard for new finding
aid creation and began encoding legacy manu-
script and photograph collection finding aids.
WRHS has already seen an increase in research
requests resulting from the enhanced availability
of its finding aids online. The Research Library

has also launched a new online cataloging sys-

tem, Cuadra STAR, through which the public can

search museum objects and published materials,
such as books and newspapers, as well as un-
published collections, including manuscripts and
can be accessed

photographs. The catalog

place, they look forward to providing greater ac-

Fig. 8: “News & Notes” Section of Fall 2013 Ohio Archivist Announcing Grant Award
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Archival Senveces of University Libraries recentfy received a
%1,980 grant from the Ohio Histoncal Records Advisory

Adyanced Search

Feniacc LS Board (OHRAB). The funding wil be used to digitize for
Faculty & Stall Directary preservation purposes and to make avadable online 60
technical reports from the Daniel Guggenheim Alrship a
Mission Institute. The institute was operated by The University of
Akron from 1929 to 1949 and was a partnership with the
Hews Califarnia Institute of Technology, the Daniel Guggenheim
Danor Infoematicn Fund, and the Goodyear- Zeppelin Corporation
In Akron, Ohio. Expenments conducted at the institute
Directions & Parking Focused on the effects of turbulence and drag on airship
Policies hulls a5 well as meteorological observations. The technacal

reports are a valuable source of research that primanly decument lighter-than-air fight, heavier-than-air fight,
meteorclogy, aerodynamics, and G-force measurements. The reports are frequently used by students, historlans,
schofars, lighter-than-air enthusiasts, and researchers for a vanety of research projects.

The Daniel Guggenheim Airshap Institute Records and other histoncal resources on the hstory of bghter-than-air fight
are avadable by visiting Archival Services located in Room LL10 of the Polsky Bulding. Business hours are Monday
thraugh Friday from Sam to Spmn. Questions regarding the records and the project can be directed Lo Archival Senaces
by phone at 330-972-7670 or by e-mai at i edu, about Archival Services and
its coléctions can be sccessed on the ‘s website ot hitp:/ uakron

Supparted in part by an sward from the Ohio Historicsl Records Advisory Board, through funding from the National
Historical and Records C (NHPRC). National Archives and Records Administration.
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Fig. 9: News Story on Archival Services’ Website Announcing Grant Award
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