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As the Fairfield Heritage Association’s (FHA) archival processing project unfolded, it 

became obvious that there was much more to do than we anticipated when we applied for the 

OHRAB grant.  Collection arrangement and staffing were our two biggest challenges over the 

course of the grant period, which was shortened since we were awarded on the second round of 

grants, receiving the award in August.  Our estimations of the size of the collection were fairly 

accurate, so the supplies we ordered from Gaylord with the grant funds will be sufficient for 

processing the entire collection. However, we found that creating appropriate collections based 

on provenance and original order was much more difficult.  Very few donor records for the 

archival collections exist, and in some cases, it was virtually impossible to determine where 

records came from.  As noted in the grant application, there was a small portion of FHA’s 

holdings that had been semi-processed several years ago, but some of these one-folder 

“collections” did not contain archival document, but rather photocopies more appropriate for 

educational file.  In some cases, previous staff and volunteers had broken up the semi-processed 

collections, so we had to reconstruct the original order based on earlier finding aids, pulling files 

that had all been part of the same collection upon acquisition from multiple locations in the 

office and museums. Often, staff had to assess whether it was more important to retain what may 

or may not have been original order, or to arrange files based on researcher accessibility.  It was 

an interesting case study in archival methodology and practice. 

A list of collections processed to date is attached (Attachment A), as is the finding aid for 

the nationally significant Sherman Family Papers (Attachments B).  There are only a few 

collections left to complete, one of these being the FHA institutional records, which will be a 



rather large collection when finished.  Many parts of it are already arranged; namely the board 

minutes, permanent financials, and early institutional history files.  We also have yet to print box 

labels, as we are still finishing the arrangement of boxes on available shelving (see Attachment 

C).   

Fall is a busy season for FHA, so staff had to really dedicate time to processing outside of 

daily operational responsibilities.  In addition to the Office Manager and Assistant, an intern was 

also involved in this project from October through December, and she processed three 

collections during her internship.  Staff and intern time totaled approximately 175 hours on the 

funded part of the project.  Since PastPerfect was not acquired due to the reduced grant award, 

the Office Manager was involved in arrangement and processing rather than PastPerfect 

cataloguing.  Finding aids have been saved as pdf files, so we will still be able to post them on 

our website for public accessibility by the summer of 2014.   

There are many wonderful outcomes of this project so far.  As described in the mid-term 

report, we discovered a section of an 1820s ledger recording tuition payments for the Lancaster 

Academy.   That find led to an article by volunteer museum director Joyce Harvey for our 

quarterly newsletter last fall (see Attachment D).  Shortly thereafter, we found another section of 

this ledger in the Sherman House museum, which had been separated from the above mentioned 

section several years ago, so now the two are back together as a collection.  Other documents in 

the archive reveal that we have an amazing record of lawyers and law practices in early 

Lancaster, which enable us to paint a more thorough picture of the livelihood that brought so 

many early settlers Fairfield County, including Charles Sherman, Thomas Ewing and William 

Medill.  As many of these men, particularly those named above, were players in national history, 

the implications of making these collections publically accessible will be great.  

 



 Attachment A 

FHA ARCHIVAL COLLECTIONS 

 MS # Collection Name Boxes 

1 Roi De Lancy Papers in progress ~10 boxes, 1 OV 

2 Effinger Family Papers in progress ~6 boxes, 1 OV 

3 Charles D. Martin Papers 1 box; 1 partial OV 

4 Sherman Family Papers 1 box  

5 "Picturesque Lancaster, Past and Present"  1 folder 

6 John Middleton School Notebook 1 folder 

7 Jack Stover Notebook 1 folder 

8 The Fairfielder Magazine 1 box 

9 The Red Brick House publication 1 folder 

10 Maccracken Family Papers in progress 1 box 

11 (not assigned) 

12 (not assigned) 

13 Mirage Yearbooks 1 box 

14 The World's Greatest War publication 1 item in OV 1 

15 Robert Donavan Letter 1 folder 

16 John T. Brasee Papers 2 boxes 

17 Michael Augustus Daugherty Memorial Book  1 folder 

18 Tobias Glass Plate Negative 1/2 box 

19 Civil War Manuscripts 1 box 

20 FHA Records in progress ~15 boxes 

21 (not assigned) 

22 Samuel Arnold Tanyard Ledgers 1 box 

23 George Beck Account Book 1 folder 

24 Fairfield County Court Record 1 book folder 

25 Fairfield County Jail Register 1 OV 

45 boxes completed 12/31/13 

 



Attachment B 

Sherman Family Papers 

MS 4 

1785 - 1937 
 

Extent: .5 linear feet 

Collection Scope and Content 

The Sherman Family Papers consists of the following series (files are arranged chronologically 

within each series): 

 

Series I: Correspondence 

This series consists of correspondence between Sherman family members, including the 

Ewing family (W.T. Sherman’s in-laws) and the Effinger family.  Content includes W.T. 

Sherman’s life as a student at the US Military Academy at West Point and letters from 

Senator John Sherman while in office.   

 

Series II: Photographs 

This series consists of mostly paper photographs of Sherman and Ewing family members, 

dating largely between the 1850s and 1900.  Includes carte de visites (CDV), cabinet 

cards and prints of engravings. 

 

Series III: Political and Legal Documents 

This series consists of legal documents dating back 1785, including a Litchfield County, 

Connecticut deposition signed in 1785 by Daniel Sherman, great-grandfather of General 

W.T. and Senator John Sherman, and documents illustrating the career of Judge Charles 

Sherman.  Items also from the Senator’s tenure in Congress. 

 

Series IV: Military Documents 

This series consists of military documents from the career of General W.T. Sherman, 

including General Orders from the American Civil War. 

Series V: News Clippings 

This series consists of photocopies of and original news clippings featuring family 

members.  All of these items are on display in the Sherman House Museum. 

 

 Series VI: Memorials 

This series consists of tributes that were written to memorialize a particular Sherman 

family member after death, including Judge Charles and General W.T. Sherman. 

 

Series VII:  Miscellaneous  

This series consists of items that do not fit one of the above series, including an 

autograph book, receipts and signed checks. 

 

 

Pages 5 through 8 of this finding aid include an Exhibition List of those items in this 

collection that are on display in the Sherman House Museum as of January 2014. 



History 

Charles and Mary Hoyt Sherman left their home in Connecticut, arriving in the frontier town of 

Lancaster in 1811.  Charles set up a law practice in town and by 1823 had been elected a Judge 

on the Ohio Supreme Court.  They had eleven children, all of whom lived into adulthood.  Their 

sixth child, William Tecumseh, was born February 8, 1820 and named after the great Shawnee 

chief.  He is best remembered for his leadership during the Civil War, particularly during his 

March to the Sea in 1864, and as Commanding General of the Army from 1869 to 1883.  

Younger brother John passed the Ohio Bar at age 21 and entered into politics in 1854.  He served 

in the U.S. House of Representatives and the Senate, and was appointed Secretary of State by 

President William McKinley in 1897.  Two Acts of Congress still bear his name, the Sherman 

Antitrust Act and the Sherman Silver Standard Act.  The Sherman House Museum is the 

birthplace of General William Tecumseh Sherman and his younger brother U.S. Senator John 

Sherman.   

The home that Charles and Mary Sherman raised their children in is now the Sherman House 

Museum, which was deeded to the Fairfield Heritage Association in 1982.  The home is listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places and the Civil War Discovery Trail and has been a 

memorial to the Sherman family since 1951.  

Restrictions 

No restrictions. 

 

Provenance 

Records have been donated or purchased over many years.  Several items have been accessioned 

individually as noted in the Contents List (ex. “Acc. #______”) and the Exhibition List. 

Processing Information 

This collection was processed by Andrea Brookover in January 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Contents List 
 

Series I: Correspondence (see Exhibitions List for additional items) 

 

Box  File Title         Date(s) 

1  1 Note from WT Sherman to Secretary of the Treasury   no date 

(Acc. # S-11871)  

 

 2 Letters from WT Sherman to Michael Effinger   1836; 1838 

  (Acc. # S-08781, S-08782, S-08783) 

 

3 Letter from Philemon Beecher Ewing to Michael Effinger  1838 

 (Acc. # S-08785) 

 

4 Letters from WT Sherman to Philemon Beecher Ewing  1838; 1840 

  

5  Letter from WT Sherman to Lancaster Gazette “Carrier Boy” 1865 

 (Acc. # S-95537) 

 

6 Letter from WT Sherman to Michael Effinger   1866 

(Acc. # S-08784) 

 

7 Notes and signatures of Senator John Sherman   c. 1883-1894 

  (Acc. # S-89353, S-00574, S-09805, S-10851, S-11870) 

 

Series II: Photographs (see Exhibitions List for additional items) 

 

1 8  Photographs of Margaret (Maggie) Reese Reber and Julia Reese, no date 

daughters of Mary Elizabeth Sherman and William J. Reese 

   (Acc. # S-82176, S-82177) 

 

 9  CDV photographs of Kate E. Willock, daughter of Julie Sherman no date 

   (sister of WT Sherman) and John Gibbie Willock 

 

 10 CDV photograph of Thomas Ewing      c. 1860s 

 

 11 CDV photographs of WT Sherman     c. 1860s 

  (Acc. # S-04651, S-08794, S-09808) 
 

 12 Portrait of WT Sherman in civilian attire    c. 1860s 

  (Acc. # S-06716) 

 

 13 Lithograph print of WT Sherman (Johnson, Fry & Co. publishers) c.1864 

  (Acc. # S-05705) 

 

 14 CDV photograph of William J. Reese    c. 1870s 

  (Acc. # S-82175) 



(Series II: Photographs cont’d) 

 

Box  File Title         Date(s) 

1 15 Photographs of WT Sherman (copies of original)   c. 1880s 

   

 16 Photograph of Rachel Sherman in WT Sherman NYC parlor c. 1890 

  (Acc. # S-82161) 

         

 17 Copy of photo of John Sherman “in his library at    c. 1895 

   Washington DC"  

  

 18 Photograph of Philemon Tecumseh Sherman    c. 1905 

(Acc. # S-82141) 

 

Series III: Political and Legal Documents (see Exhibitions List for additional items) 

1 19 Deposition signed by Daniel Sherman    1785  

  (Acc. # S-05706) 

 

 20 Court summons, Knox County, Ohio (Charles Sherman, attorney 1820 

   for plaintiff) (Acc. # S-07775) 

 

 21 “Speech of Hon. John Sherman of Ohio, delivered in the US  1866 

   Senate” (Acc. # S-08786) 

 

Series IV: Military Documents (see Exhibitions List for additional items) 

1 22  General Orders No. 349, WT Sherman appointment to command 1863 

   Army of the Tennessee (Acc. # S-04631) 

 

 23 General Orders No. 1, WT Sherman assumes command of   1864 

   Military Division of Mississippi (Acc. # S-07772) 

 

 24 “Address of General WT Sherman to the Graduating Class of  1879 

   The Michigan Military Academy” (reproduction) 

 

Series V: News Clippings - See Exhibitions List for all items in this series 

 

Series VI: Memorials (see Exhibitions List for additional items) 

  

1 25 “Sketch of the Life of Judge Charles R. Sherman”, by William J. 1872 

   Reese 

 

 26 “Tribute of the Ohio Society of NY to the Memory of Gen.   1891 

   William Tecumseh Sherman” 

 

 

 



Series VII: Miscellaneous 

 

Box  File Title         Date(s) 

1 27 Copper plate engraved for WT Sherman dinner invitation  no date 

  (Acc. # S-94514) 

 

 28 Book plate with WT Sherman calling cards    no date 

 

 29 Postage stamps with WT Sherman portrait    1895; 1937 

 

Exhibition List 

These items are currently on display at the Sherman House Museum (Jan. 2014) 

 

Series # Accession # Description Date(s) 

I 
S-82142-

ABC 
Three cards, W.T. Sherman, one to Mrs. Sherman 

 

I S-82145-1-3 Three letters From W.T. Sherman, from West Point 
 

I 
S-82154-

A&B 

Copy of letter from Khedive of Egypt accompanying wedding gift to 

Maria Sherman Fitch, newspaper picture and description of gift  

I S-88350 Letter from General Sherman 
 

I S-89360 Letter, Thomas Ewing 1838 

I S-98557 Signature of Charles R. Sherman-1818 1818 

I S-04627 
Wedding announcement of Rachel Sherman by Mr. & Mrs. John 

Sherman 
1891 

I S-05705 Picture, engraved, Gen. Sherman 
 

I S-06725 Wedding Invitation-Rachel Sherman to Paul Thorndyke 
 

I S-08791 Secretary of State John Sherman's autograph  
 

I S-09801 Letter, from John Sherman to "Ewing" 1867 

I S-11870 
Letter written by John Sherman May 11, 1894 regarding Silver Purchase 

Act 
1894 

I S-12906 Invitation to Rachael Sherman 
 

I S-12907 Note to Rachael Sherman 
 

I S-13915 Note from Lizzie Sherman to Mrs. Anderson 1889 

I S-13917 Letter, to Col. Lyman Brookline from Gen. W.T. Sherman 1876 

I S-13920 Document by John Sherman, March 4, 1879 1879 

I, II S-96539 Combination of an autographed picture and letter from John Sherman 
 

II S-82133 Photograph of W.T. Sherman 
 

II S-82136 Photograph of Eleanor Sherman Fitch 
 

II S-82137 Photograph of Thomas Sherman 1925 

II S-82138 Photograph of Thomas Sherman 
 



Series # Accession # Description Date(s) 

II S-82140 Photo of Philemon Tecumseh Sherman 1888 

II S-82152 Photograph of 4 daughters of W.T. and Ellen Ewing Sherman 1873 

II S-82156 Photograph of John Sherman 1885 

II S-82157 Framed St. Mary's Church of W.T. S. children baptized at the church 
 

II S-82158 Photograph of W.T. Sherman 
 

II S-82160 Photograph of the funeral of W.T. Sherman in St. Louis 1891 

II S-82162 Photo of W.T. Sherman soon after the Civil War 
 

II S-82163 Photo of Ellen Ewing Sherman 
 

II S-82164 Photo of Elizabeth Stoddard, paternal grandmother of W.T. Sherman 
 

II S-82165 Photo of W.T. Sherman 1890 

II S-82166 Photo of W.T. Sherman 1890 

II 
S-82167-

A&B 
Two small photos of W.T. Sherman  

 

II 
S-82168-

A&B 

Two identical photos of W.T. Sherman and Thomas Ewing Sherman-

Age 9  

II 
S-82171-

A&B 
Glass negative and portrait of Gen. Sherman 

 

II S-82172 Large photo of summer home of John Sherman in Mansfield, OH 
 

II S-82173 Close-up view of Sherman family reunion in Mansfield 1888 

II S-82174 Photo of Elizabeth Sherman Reese-sister of Wm. T. 
 

II S-82178 Photo of Hoyt Sherman-brother of Wm. T. 
 

II S-82179 Photo of John Sherman holding grandson 
 

II S-82180 Photo of Cecilia Stewart Sherman, wife of John 1897 

II S-82181 Photo of Mary Sherman, adopted daughter of John 
 

II S-82182 Photo of son-in-law of John Sherman 
 

II S-82183 Photo of John Sherman 
 

II S-82206 Picture of Charles Sherman 
 

II S-83144 Color photo of William T. Sherman's tombstone 1891 

II S-84179 Photo of William T. Sherman and others with Indians in a tent, seated 
 

II S-84180 Photo of Wm. T. Sherman and others with one Indian, all standing 
 

II S-84181 Photo of Major General Hugh Boyle Ewing 
 

II S-84182 Photo autographed by General Sherman 
 

II S-88337 Letter from W.T. Sherman 1832 

II S-88338 Letter from Mary H. Sherman 1836 

II S-88344 Photo of portrait of Thomas Ewing-1867-No. 1 
 

II S-88345 Photo of portrait of Thomas Ewing-No. 2 
 

II S-88346 Photo of portrait of Thomas Ewing- 1849-No. 3 
 

II S-88347 Photo of portrait of Thomas Ewing-1861-No. 4 
 



Series # Accession # Description Date(s) 

II S-88348 Copy of photo of Thomas Ewing-no date-No. 5 
 

II S-88349 Copy of Photo of Ewing House-late '60's  
 

II S-91409 Lithograph of Gen. Sherman on horseback 
 

II 
S-92416-

A&B 
Sketch of Gen. Sherman in his fly tent 1864 

II S-93498 Photo of Gen. Sherman's funeral procession in St. Louis. 
 

II S-98552 Framed photo of General Sherman on his horse-Sam 
 

II S-02621 Lithograph of General Sherman, framed, autographed 
 

II S-04632 Lithograph, General Sherman on Horse, framed, oak 
 

II S-05694 Print of Roger Sherman 
 

II S-06718 Picture of General Sherman from the Lancaster EG 150th 
 

II S-06720 Picture of General Sherman, lithograph 
 

II S-06728 Picture of General Sherman 
 

II S-06729 Picture of General Sherman 
 

II S-06733 Picture, General Sherman, Currier & Ives 
 

II S-06734 Picture, General Sherman, border of Atlanta battle scene 
 

II S-06735 Picture, formal portrait General Sherman 
 

II S-06739 Picture, Charles Sherman, reproduced from book "Fighting Prophet" 
 

II S-06740 Picture, General Sherman on horseback, from newspaper 
 

II S-06742 Picture, Charles Sherman-Photocopy of miniature 
 

II S-09808 Picture, General Sherman 
 

II S-09824 Picture of General Sherman-announcing general's death 
 

II S-11868 Group picture of Thomas Jr., Philemon, Hugh and Charles Ewing 
 

II S-11869 Photo of Ellen Ewing Sherman 4"x 6" 1872 

II S-11873 Photo of Brig. General Hugh Ewing in uniform 
 

II S-11874 Photo of Hugh Ewing and Philemon Ewing 
 

II S-11875 Photo of Charles Ewing and Thomas Ewing Jr. 
 

II S-11876 Photo of Maria Ewing and Minnie Sherman Fitch  
 

II S-11877 Photo of Mrs. Hugh Ewing (Henrietta Young) and daughter Marie  
 

II S-11878 Photo of Marie Ewing in costume 
 

II S-11879 Photo of Henrietta Young Ewing 
 

II S-11880 Photo of Father Hugh Ewing 
 

II S-11881 Photo of Hugh and Henrietta Ewing in later years 
 

II S-11882 Photo of Marie Ewing Montgomery   

II S-11883 Photo of Marie Ewing Montgomery 
 

II S-13919 Lithograph of General Sherman, standing 1868 

II S-13921 Print, General Sherman 
 



Series # Accession # Description Date(s) 

III S-05692  "Taft-Sherman" campaign poster-framed with mat & glass 1908 

III S-05693 
Two postcards- from Taft & Sherman campaign, and campaign 

button/pin 
1908 

III S-08787 
Speech, printed copy by John Sherman, "Reply to the President's 

Message" 
1888 

III S-09804 Document, to Treasury Dept., signed by John Sherman 1878 

III S-09806 
Legal Document, guardianship bond executed by Charles Taylor 

Sherman 
1853 

IV S-82151 
Certificate of Membership in Associated Veterans of the Mexican War 

for W.T. Sherman 
1942 

IV 
S-83145-

A&B 
Program and case of address to the graduating class at West Point 1869 

IV S-06741 Certificate, WT Sherman, member of Assn. Veterans of Mexican War 
 

V S-82134 Newsprint of Testimonial to Maj. Gen. W.T. Sherman 
 

V 
S-82153-

A&B 

Newspaper sketch of picture at wedding of Maria Ewing Sherman, & 

photocopy of wedding invitations  

V S-82218 
Photocopy of Lebanon, Ohio newspaper with Charles Sherman's 

obituary  

V S-08788 "Puck" newspaper, cartoon character of John Sherman Nov. 30, 1887 1887 

V S-09826 Harper's Weekly, cover page, featuring General Sherman 1864 

VI S-07780 Memorial for General W. T. Sherman by MOLLUS 
 

VI S-08793 Book "In Memoriam for General W. T. Sherman"  NY State Assembly 1892 

VI S-08800 Memorial Album for Gen. William T. Sherman 1891 

VII S-82135 Autograph book of Maria Ewing 
 

VII S-82139 Card - Philemon Tecumseh Sherman 
 

VII S-82146 Receipt from Thomas Ewing 1822 

VII S-82169-2 Checks signed by W.T. Sherman 1871 & 1873 
 

VII S-82219 Certificate for National Historic Landmark of John Sherman's birthplace 
 

VII S-83146 
Cookbook-"Breakfast, Luncheon and Tea" owner- Elizabeth Sherman 

Reese 
1875 

VII S-91402 Photocopy of sketch of Gen. Wm. T. Sherman 
 

VII S-95536 Charles and Mary Sherman's family Bible-family records 
 

VII S-96538 Sherman Family Tree 
 

VII S-06738 Testimonial, to General Sherman 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment C 

          

 

 

 

One unit of shelving in the 

FHA office with OHRAB 

funded archival boxes 

Binders of FHA board minutes 
arranged and ready to be 

transferred to archival boxes 

Office Manager Mary 
Lawrence processing the 

Roi De Lancy Papers, MS 1 



Attachment D 

 



 

 



 

 



 


